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means of achieving their goals. I am hopeful 
both leaders will work to restore stability to the 
region, condemn the use of violence and reit-
erate their commitment to the peace process. 
The violence must stop in order for the parties 
to re-engage in that process. 
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, we 
all realize that maintaining good health is im-
perative to enjoying a long, fulfilling life. And 
reauthorizing the Older Americans Act is an 
excellent way for us to provide seniors with 
the opportunity to live life to its fullest. 

The 1965 Older Americans Act created a 
series of federal programs specifically de-
signed to meet the service needs of seniors. 
Although older persons may receive services 
under other federal programs, the Older Amer-
icans Act is the major vehicle for organizing 
and delivering supportive and nutrition serv-
ices to senior citizens. 

Thousands of elderly and disabled Ameri-
cans rely on quality services such as those 
provided by the Administration on Aging, and 
programs like nutrition services, family care 
giver, elder abuse prevention, long term care, 
senior community service employment and 
Native American programs for the elderly. 

We, in Congress, must make sure that sen-
iors receive these much needed services and 
benefits in the most efficient manner possible. 
Along with state and local agencies, including 
national associations like Green Thumb, Con-
gress must work diligently to ensure that older 
Americans can look forward to long, produc-
tive lives within their own communities and 
around the nation. 

Seniors serve as grandparents who provide 
care for numerous children, strengthen fami-
lies, tutor students, operate computers, teach 
crafts, work as librarians, and provide many 
other important community services. Through 
these efforts, and countless others, senior citi-
zens have helped to make America the great 
country it is today and will continue to make 
significant contributions for years to come. 
Therefore, I challenge all Americans, young 
and old, to work with me on issues critical to 
our seniors. 
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Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Chairman LEACH, Chair-
man LAZIO, Mr. LAFALCE, and my colleagues 
on the House Banking Committee for their tire-
less work on moving legislation that brings 
some much-needed reforms to the housing in-

dustry. For the most part, S. 1452 is a product 
of which we should all be very proud. 

Furthermore, I am pleased to see that sev-
eral components of H.R. 1776, the Housing 
and Economic Opportunity Act, have been in-
cluded in S. 1452. As my colleagues may re-
member, H.R. 1776 passed our Chamber ear-
lier in the year by an overwhelming and bipar-
tisan vote of 417 to 8. However, there is one 
particular omission that concerns me. Unfortu-
nately, this omission may ultimately have an 
impact on the number of families who may re-
alize the American dream of homeownership. 

The provision that has been omitted from S. 
1452 is section 102 of H.R. 1776. Section 102 
requires that the Federal Government perform 
a housing impact analysis before it issues new 
regulations. The impact analysis would deter-
mine if a significant negative impact on afford-
able housing would result from those new reg-
ulations. ‘‘Significant’’ would be defined as in-
creasing consumers’’ cost of housing by more 
than $100,000,000 per year. Further, Mr. 
Chairman, H.R. 1776 stipulates that the pri-
vate sector would have an opportunity to sub-
mit an alternative to the proposed regulation if 
it would have less of a negative impact on the 
cost of homeownership. 

As with the other provisions in title I of H.R. 
1776, the goal of the housing impact analysis 
is to alert federal agencies and the general 
public of the impact of regulation on housing 
affordability. Ultimately, the objective would be 
to help bring down the cost of a home by mini-
mizing regulations that pose a barrier to 
homeownership. The housing impact analysis 
addresses this issue by requiring the Federal 
Government to perform an ‘‘internal check’’ to 
see if the regulation might be constructed in a 
better way that would not lock individuals out 
of homeownership. 

I see this internal check as a positive action, 
Mr. Speaker, and I am concerned that this 
worthy provision, a provision 417 of my col-
leagues supported, was left out S. 1452. I 
hope that this concept does not die with the 
closing of the 106th Congress, but is reviewed 
again next year, with the commencement of 
the 107th. 
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, on November 
29, 1864, John M. Chivington and his troops 
invaded the Native American village of Sand 
Creek in southern Colorado. At least 150 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians were mur-
dered along the banks of Sand Creek. The 
stories of this massacre have been passed 
down through generations, however, the vic-
tims have not received the recognition they 
deserve. 

Last year the Sand Creek Massacre Na-
tional Historic Site Study Act was signed into 
law. This Act directed the National Park Serv-
ice to study, survey, and locate the site of the 
Sand Creek Massacre and assess the suit-
ability of making the site a part of the National 
Park Service. From this study, the Park Serv-

ice identified 12,480 acres as the site of the 
massacre. 

Since then, Senator CAMPBELL and I intro-
duced legislation to designate the 12,480 
acres as a National Historic Site. I have 
worked closely with the Kiowa County Com-
missioners as well as the landowners within 
the boundaries of the site to insure private 
property rights are protected. While the legis-
lation authorizes the Park Service to negotiate 
for property from willing sellers only, traditional 
agricultural operations inside the national his-
toric site will continue until the private property 
owners decide to sell their land. Additionally, 
the bill will grant decedents of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho tribes access to allow traditional 
observances on the land. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe this legislation is long 
overdue, and this bill appropriately recognizes 
the massacre. 
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I am proud to join Senator BARBARA 
BOXER in introducing the California Reclaimed 
Water Act for the 21st Century. 

The recent string of wet winters in California 
should not let us forget that water shortages 
and drought are quite normal in our State. I 
strongly believe that investment in reclaimed 
water technology—water recycling—can help 
us ‘‘drought-proof’’ any of our community 
water supplies in California. 

Projects that recycle water result in a net in-
crease in available local water supplies and 
can decrease the need for water that must be 
supplied and often imported from other 
sources. Because wastewater for recycling is 
available even when other water supplies are 
diminished, recycled water can assist in pro-
viding a long-term, reliable, local source of 
water even during droughts. 

Our farmers, urban dwellers, sport and com-
mercial fishing interests, tribes, mountain com-
munities and environmentalists all seek a 
more reliable and a more certain water future. 
Recycled water plays an important part in 
meeting California’s water needs today and 
will play an even more important role in the 
next several decades. 

About 3% of the water supply in the San 
Francisco Bay Area is now recycled. Water 
managers hope that eventually as much as 
40% of the water will be recycled, perhaps as 
much as 500,000 acre-feet per year. California 
cities need planning help and financial assist-
ance to find markets for the recycled water, 
and to construct the treatment and convey-
ance facilities needed to get the treated water 
to identified markets. 

Recycled water can be used for irrigation of 
golf courses, parks, school lands, business 
campuses, and highway medians, and for 
groundwater recharge, wetlands development; 
and industrial purposes. We have to start 
thinking about recycled water as a critical 
component of the water supply picture in Cali-
fornia. 
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